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Abstract

This study belongs to anthropological writings that take lived experience as an entry point for
understanding society and everyday details as material for producing knowledge. The specificity of this
writing lies not only in its subject matter, but also in the researcher’s position in relation to the subject
and in the nature of the relationship connecting him to the experience he examines. The study does not
begin with an object located outside the researcher, nor with a field distance separating the observer from
the observed. Rather, it emerges from a human experience formed within a relationship of friendship
and university companionship that gradually became a field for anthropological reflection and
interpretation.

The study examines the experience of Yassine Benzair, a blind student-researcher, through his
almost daily journey from Bouknadel to Rabat and the complex relationships this journey reveals
between the body, space, means of transportation, institutions, and other people. Visual impairment is
not approached here as an individual condition or merely as a bodily deficiency, but as a social
experience shaped and transformed according to the nature of the spaces, relationships, and practices
within which the blind person moves.

The study draws on an approach close to lived experience, informed by the anthropology of
proximity, multi-sited ethnography, and the anthropology of the senses. The field is therefore not
confined to a single location but extends from Bouknadel to the bus, tramway, university, and other
spaces such as the Bouregreg River. The daily journey itself thus becomes an ethnographic field, while
movement between places provides a way of exploring differences in bodily, sensory, and social
experiences.

The experience reveals that disability is not produced within the body alone but also emerges from
the relationship between the body and its social and material environment. Public transportation may
become a space for negotiating the right to mobility, while the tramway may provide a greater degree of
autonomy, and the university becomes a space of participation and knowledge production. The
experience of the white cane, the boat crossing, and Yassine’s participation in university life also
demonstrate that the senses operate in relation to memory, experience, the body, and social
relationships.

The study moves from Yassine’s voice and subjective experience to the voice of his researcher-
friend, who lived alongside this experience and rediscovered disability, inclusion, and the city through a
human and intellectual relationship extending over an entire academic year. It concludes that inclusion is
not merely an institutional procedure, but a daily practice based on recognition, participation,
autonomy, and the construction of relationships.

The study therefore raises a question that goes beyond integrating blind people into a sighted world
toward a deeper question: How can the world itself become spacious enough to accommodate all forms

of difference?
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e Lemoyne, Aimé et Paul Thibaud (1985), « L’Individualisme en sociologie.
Entretien avec Raymond Boudon », Esprit, novembre, p. 101.

e Boudon, Raymond (1985), cité dans : Lemoyne, Aimé et Paul Thibaud, «
L’Individualisme en sociologie. Entretien avec Raymond Boudon », Esprit,
novembre, p. 103.

e Le Breton, David. La saveur du monde. Une anthropologie des sens. Paris :
Métailié, 2006.
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e Lemoyne, Aimé et Paul Thibaud. « L’Individualisme en sociologie. Entretien

avec Raymond Boudon ». Esprit, novembre 1985, p. 101.
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