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Urban Dynamics and Development Strategies in Small Cities: A Case Study of
Ribat El Kheir, Sefrou Province

Abstract:

This study examines the process of urban transformation in the city of Ribat El
Kheir dformerly Ahermoumouy in the Northeastern Middle Atlas, tracing its
historical evolution from a military outpost during the Protectorate era to its
promotion to a municipality in 1992. Using historical and descriptive-analytical
approaches, the research diagnoses the city's urban morphology, highlighting the
disparity between formal planned districts and informal settlements resulting from
rural migration and demographic growth. The article analyzes urban management
strategies through planning documents (2012 Land Use Plany and spatial,
environmental, and economic upgrading programs. The study concludes that
achieving sustainable development requires activating participatory approaches and
addressing implementation gaps in structural projects to enhance the city's

attractiveness as a gateway to the mountains and an emerging local hub.

Keywords: Urban Dynamics, Ribat El Kheir, Sefrou Province, Land Use Plan,
Urban Upgrading, Small Cities, Spatial Planning.
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