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Quranic Readings in the Thought of Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Ashur: An
Analytical Study of his Interpretation "Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir"

Abstract:

This study examines the scholarly stance of Imam Muhammad al-Tahir ibn
Ashur regarding the science of Quranic readings (Qira'at) and its application in his
exegesis, "Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir." The research highlights Ibn Ashur's unique
perspectives, some of which diverge from the consensus of scholars, particularly
concerning the "derivation of the science of interpretation." He regarded readings
primarily as linguistic evidence rather than independent interpretative foundations.
The study analyzes his classification of readings, their hierarchical levels, and his
methodology for weighing between them, while discussing his controversial views
on the "Seven Ahruf" and their potential abrogation. The findings conclude that
while Ibn Ashur showed great interest in Qira'at, he sometimes limited their
function to mere inference and semantic weighting. The study argues that the
diversity of readings serves to multiply meanings and demonstrate the Quran's
inimitability (I'jaz), necessitating a critical review of his methodological choices

regarding divinely ordained (Tawqifi) matters, such as the arrangement of verses.

Keywords: Ibn Ashur, Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, Quranic Readings, Exegetical
Derivation, Weighting R eadings, Seven Ahruf, Quranic Inimitability.
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