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Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources and the Right to Sustainable
Development: A Case Study of Oman Vision 2040 and International Legal

Frameworks
Abstract:

This study examines the legal evolution of the concept of "Sovereignty" in
international law, transitioning from the Westphalian model of absolute control to
the contemporary framework of "Responsible Sovereignty." It explores the
structural link between the permanent sovereignty over natural resources and the
"Right to Development" as an inalienable human right. By analyzing international
conventions, UN resolutions, and judicial precedents—most notably the "Ogaden"
case (ACHPR, 2012y—the research demonstrates how sovereignty has shifted from
a state prerogative to a collective responsibility aimed at achieving public welfare

and intergenerational equity.

Furthermore, the study highlights the challenges posed by globalization,
multinational corporations, and transnational crimes in managing national wealth.
It presents the experience of the Sultanate of Oman as a pioneering model in
integrating the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals into its national strategy
"Oman Vision 2040." The findings conclude that contemporary sovereignty is no
longer merely a shield of authority but a functional tool for building economic
independence, ensuring environmental justice, and securing the rights of future

generations.

Keywords: Responsible Sovereignty, Natural Resources, Right to Development,
Sustainable Development, International Law, Multinational Corporations, Oman

Vision 2040.
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