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The Role of Functional Grammar in Improving Arabic Language Teaching: A
Didactic Approach to Enhancing Communicative Competence in the Moroccan
School

Abstract:

This study investigates the role of "Functional Grammar" theory as a didactic
alternative to traditional prescriptive approaches that have caused stagnation in
learners' linguistic performance. The research stems from the paradox of intensive
grammar instruction versus weak communicative outcomes. Using a descriptive-
analytical method and questionnaire-based surveys, the study examines the
perceptions of teachers and learners in Moroccan middle schools. The findings
reveal that the primary challenges lie in "Parsing" (78%) and traditional teaching
methods (70%), emphasizing the need to link grammatical rules to pragmatic
contexts. The study concludes that implementing functional grammar facilitates the
transition from "mechanical application" of rules to "conscious control" of the
language, provided that curricula are adapted and assessment methods are aligned

with the competency-based approach.

Keywords: Functional Grammar, Communicative Competence, Arabic Language

Didactics, Competency-Based Approach, Linguistic Usage, Classroom Practice.
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