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State Building and the Dilemma of Financial R esources: A Maqasidi Approach to
"Al-Ma’ouna" and "Taxation" in 19th-Century Morocco

Abstract:

This study examines the pathways of Moroccan jurisprudential reasoning (Ijtihad)
during the 19th century in managing financial crises resulting from colonial
pressures, such as the Battle of Isly and the Tetuan War. The research analyzes the
transition from the absolute prohibition of non-canonical taxes (Mukusy to the
permissibility of "Al-Ma’ouna" (Aidy and "Taxation" as a legal necessity to preserve
the "core of Islam" and protect the state from collapse. The study highlights how
jurists (such as Ali al-Samlali and al-Mahdi ibn Souday utilized the "jurisprudence of
balances" to prioritize the general public interest over private financial rights, while
conditioning this with strict regulations to ensure justice and prevent the exhaustion
of subjects. The findings conclude that this historical experience reflects the
flexibility of the Magqasidi thought and its ability to frame the relationship between
authority and society according to a balanced vision between state survival and

individual rights.

Keywords: Jurisprudence of Minorities (Nawazily, Sharia Objectives (Maqasid),
Exceptional Taxation, 19th-Century Morocco, State Preservation, Al-Ma’ouna,

Financial History.
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