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Cultural Tourism and the Valorization of Religious Heritage in Morocco:
Zawiyas as Spatial Structures between Historical Function and Contemporary
Development Stakes

Abstract

formation of religious and cultural heritage. It explores their potential integration
into contemporary cultural tourism strategies within the framework of ongoing
territorial transformations. The central hypothesis argues that zawiyas historically
operated not solely as spiritual institutions but also as territorial structures with
social, economic, and organizational functions that contributed to local spatial
organization and the consolidation of collective memory. The research adopts a
historical-analytical approach based on archival sources, foreign writings, and an
examination of public policies related to heritage management and cultural tourism.
The findings indicate that sustainable valorization of zawiyas requires an integrated
framework combining legal protection, territorial governance, and active local
stakeholder participation, ensuring a balance between identity preservation and

economic development.

Keywords: Cultural tourism, Religious heritage valorization, Moroccan Zawiyas,

Territorial governance, Symbolic capital, Sustainable spatial development.
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