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Abstract

The subject of this article is Arabic poetry in Sicily, including the
circumstances of its emergence and the factors of its development. It is related to
the nature of the geographical, social, cultural, and political environment in which
the poetry emerged in Sicily after its conquest. The most important factors that
helped shape its identity and development are discussed. The armies of conquest
usually included judges, jurists, and scholars, while the palaces of the governors
and rulers, the conquerors, enjoyed relative stability, which attracted writers,
scholars, and poets. Since the conditions of artistic and literary production differ
from one environment to another according to its unique characteristics, the
emergence of Arabic poetry in Sicily and the factors of its development will
inevitably be colored by the colors of the region, its history, and its special
identity. From here, we raise a set of questions that we will try to answer in the

context of this article:

e What is the nature of the Sicilian environment-politically, culturally, socially,
and geographically-in which Arabic poetry emerged?

e What are the most important sources of Sicilian Arabic poetry, and who are
its most famous pioneers?

e What are the factors that contributed to the development of Sicilian Arabic

poetry and the shaping of its identity?
To answer these questions, we will proceed according to the following plan:

e Defining the circumstances of the emergence of Sicilian poetry.
e Defining the most important sources that preserved it.
e Revealing the most important purposes (themes) in which it was composed

and its most famous pioneers.

e Determining the factors of Sicilian poetry’s development.
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