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Semiotics of Empowerment: Human Agency and the R econstruction of Social

Meaning

Abstract:

This article examines the relationship between humans and society through a
semiotic lens, positioning empowerment at the center of social meaning
production. Empowerment is understood as a symbolic act that enables the self to
become a meaningful agent capable of reshaping its identity and presence within
the social system. The study addresses the question: how can individuals, through
symbolic practices, reconstruct meaning and influence surrounding values and
structures? By analyzing social discourses and symbols, it demonstrates that
empowerment is a complex process that extends beyond the individual,
redistributing symbolic power and transforming marginalized selves into agents of
resistance and influence. The article also highlights how dominant discourses can
reinforce or challenge norms, showing that semiotic action generates new spaces for
social recognition and meaning. Empowered individuals thus reshape both

themselves and the broader symbolic system.

Keywords: Semiotics of Empowerment, Semiotic Agent, Symbolic Capital, Social

Discourse, Marginalized Self, Meaning Production, Social R ecognition
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