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The Dialectics of Authority and Legitimacy in Modern Political Thought: A
Comparative Study between Carl Schmitt's Decidability and Jiirgen Habermas's

Communicative Rationality
Abstract:

This study examines the dilemma of "political legitimacy" in contemporary thought
by comparing two opposing paradigms: Carl Schmitt's "Sovereign Decisionism" and
Jiirgen Habermas's "Communicative Authority." The research analyzes Schmitt's
thesis, which links sovereignty to the ability to decide in a "state of exception,”
asserting that the decision precedes the law. Conversely, the study explores
Habermas's critical project, which seeks to rationalize authority through the "public
sphere" and deliberative democracy, transforming sovereignty from a transcendent
will into intersubjective communicative procedures. The findings conclude that the
tension between the "logic of decision" and the "logic of deliberation" remains a
fundamental structure of political modernity, where contemporary democracies
strive to institutionalize the decision without eliminating it and to restrict power

without paralyzing political action.

Keywords: Carl Schmitt, Jirgen Habermas, Sovereignty, State of Exception,
Communicative Authority, Deliberative Democracy, Public Sphere, Political

Legitimacy.
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