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Orientalism and Colonial Knowledge: A Critical Analysis of Ethnographic and
Sociological Studies on Morocco

(Auguste Mouliéras and Jacques Berque as Case Studies)
Abstract:

This Paper aims to demonstrate that the field of Orientalism, in its connection
to the social and human sciences during the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries—particularly ethnographic and sociological studies focusing on Morocco
as a primary field site—was neither innocent nor neutral, but rather served colonial
agendas. It posits that these researches aligned with imperial thought, raising the
central question: To what extent did ethnographic studies and sociological research
contribute to advancing the imperial project?The study examines the works of
Auguste Mouliéras (pre-Protectorate eray and Jacques Berque (post-Protectorate),
both of which used Morocco as their main terrain. It employs a critical analytical
methodology through deconstructive readings of Mouliéras's The Unknown
Morocco (Parts One and Twoy and Berque's sociological framework, highlighting
how these studies provided field knowledge that aided colonial domination.The
paper's significance lies in illuminating a critical phase in Moroccan history, where
information became a weapon of conquest, as Lucette Valensi affirmed: "There is
no difference between scientific research, political and military action, and
exploration is one of the tools of invasion." It concludes that these researches
supplied the colonizer with field insights that sharpened colonial control over

Moroccan society.

Keywords: Orientalism, Ethnography, Sociology, Colonialism, The Unknown
Morocco, Rif and Jbala Tribes, Seksawa Tribe.
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