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Engineering Hatred and Constructing the "External Enemy": A Critical Analysis
of the Hostile Image of Morocco in Algerian Political and Media Discourse

Abstract:

This study explores the discursive and psychological mechanisms employed by
Algerian political and media discourse to construct Morocco as a functional
"external enemy." Utilizing Political Discourse Analysis (PDA) and a theoretical

framework including "Othering," "Securitization," "Moral Panic," and "Political
Paranoia," the research analyzes how this hostile image is manufactured. The
findings reveal that engineering hostility serves vital functions for the current
regime: legitimizing authority, mobilizing the masses through negative identity,
and diverting attention from internal structural crises. The study concludes that the
persistence of this symbolic construction has led to the fragmentation of the
Maghreb space and the emergence of a counter-discourse in Morocco, significantly
raising the historical costs of any future settlement. Transcending the logic of the

"Necessary Enemy" is identified as a prerequisite for any genuine regional

reconciliation.

Keywords: Engineering Hatred, Enemy Construction, Othering, Securitization,

Moral Panic, Negative Identity, Algerian-Moroccan Relations, Discourse Analysis.
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