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The Critique of Humanism and the Horizon of Metaphysical

Realization: In the Interpretation of René Guénon
Abstract

This article examines the ontological tension between modern humanism and
the metaphysical framework of René Guénon regarding human existential
realization. It contrasts the modern "individual Self'—defined by immanence and
alienation from its Metaphysical Principle—with the Traditional path, which seeks

to restore "Sacred Science" through Eastern spiritual legacies.

The study explores this ascending trajectory through three symbolic archetypes:
the Hindu Yogi (Supreme Identity), the Taoist Cheun-jen (Cosmic Harmony),
and the Islamic Al-Insan al-Kamil (Universal Man). These figures represent the
"eftective realization" of the human state by harmonizing the microcosm with the

macrocCosiml.

The investigation concludes that the modern trajectory leads to existential
fragmentation and the erosion of finality. In contrast, Guenon’s Traditional
perspective demonstrates that human completion is contingent upon transitioning
from the restricted, closed "individual Self" to the "Universal" state. By transcending
individual limitations, the human subject re-establishes its essential link with the
Absolute.
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Desiderius Erasmus, In Praise of Folly.

ERNST CASSIRER, PAUL OSKAR KRISTELLER, JOHN HERMAN
RANDALL, The Renaissance Philosophy of Man.

GIOVANNI PICO DELLA MIRANDOLA, ORATION ON THE
DIGNITY OF MAN.

Gustav Davidson, A DICTIONARY OF Angeles “INCLUDING THE
FALLEN ANGELS.

Gibert Mathias, La Praxis Michel Henry: corps et esprit de la

phénoménologie matérielle.

Michael Ebstein, Dii 1-INUn al-Misri and Early Islamic Mysticism.

René Guenon, Apercus sur I’ésotérisme islamique et le Taoisme.

René Guénon, HOMME ET SON DEVENIR SELON LE VEDANTA.
RENE GUENON, La Grande Triade.

Jacob Burckhardt, The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy.

Charles Taylor, Sources of the Self: The Making of Modern Identity,
Cambridge.
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