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Abstract

This article seeks to establish a new perspective on the social structures that have
produced negative social representations of children with developmental disorders,
particularly those on the autism spectrum. It argues that transforming these
representations constitutes a fundamental prerequisite for the success of inclusive
education as a project aimed at ensuring educational equity and social justice for this
group. In this regard, and in pursuit of the objectives of inclusive education, the
study first examines the nature and characteristics of Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) in order to promote a more accurate understanding that challenges prevailing

attitudes of fear, rejection, and exclusion toward children on the autism spectrum.

The article further argues that transforming social representations within
educational institutions—especially among educational stakeholders—represents
the essential starting point for the effective implementation of inclusive education.
Deconstructing these representations creates the conditions for developing the
theoretical knowledge, methodological competencies, and pedagogical expertise
required to support learners with Autism Spectrum Disorder. It also facilitates the
design of inclusive teaching strategies and didactic practices tailored to their specific
educational needs. Accordingly, the article contends that inclusive schools can
achieve their educational mission only by moving beyond deficit-oriented
conceptions of autism and adopting an inclusive approach grounded in acceptance,
respect for diversity, and the development of teachers' communicative, pedagogical,
and didactic competencies. Such an approach enables educators to create learning
environments that ensure the meaningful participation and educational success of

children on the autism spectrum.
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