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Abstract

Economic activity in the marginal rural areas of the pre-Rif no longer rests on
agriculture alone but increasingly shares production and household reproduction
functions with a growing array of non-agricultural activities. This study examines
the nature and extent of this shift in the Bouarous and Oued Jemaa communes
(Taounate Province) through an integrated systemic approach combining
quantitative survey data with field observation, based on a multistage cluster sample
of 357 households across 23 douars (185 in Bouarous, 172 in Oued Jemaa), sized
via the Cochran formula (7% margin of error, 95% confidence). Nearly half the
sampled households (49.9%) engage in a non-agricultural activity, alone or
combined with farming, concentrated mainly in trade (42.3%) and services (34.9%),
and predominantly informal (67.3%). Spearman correlations reveal a strong negative
association between the adequacy of farm income and the importance of non-farm
income (rho = -0.53), and a positive one with household size (rho = 0.51), while
migrant remittances show no significant statistical association with either the
structuring or the perceived developmental impact of these activities. Discussed
against livelithood-diversification and deagrarianization literature, the findings
indicate that non-agricultural activities have shifted from a complementary to an
essential survival strategy, though their collective developmental impact lags behind
their individual contribution to household income, owing to weak formalization

and limited access to financing and infrastructure.
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