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Translating the Expression of Past Tense in Narrative Discourse: The

"Compound Past" Form in the Novel The Stranger as a Case Study
Abstract

The translation of tenses in narrative discourse is a sensitive issue, as it falls within
literary translation, which is required to convey the spirit of the text — making its
translation a real challenge for the translator. In this context, this article addresses
the problem of translating the past tense in narrative discourse, starting from a study
of the pass¢ composé in Albert Camus's novel 7he Stranger, a novel whose narrative
structure relies on this tense rather than the simple past, insofar as it serves the
narrator's absurdist vision. This study begins by analyzing the values that verbal
forms carry in narrative context — temporal, semantic, and pragmatic — and their
role in structuring the narrative and shaping its stylistic meanings. It is then
reinforced by a comparative applied study in light of Antoine Berman's critical
framework, which critiques the "deviations" of the translated text from the original
through a set of criteria: clarification, ennoblement, rhythm, and the
superimposition of languages, along with a proposed alternative translation that

preserves the "foreignness" of the text as advocated by Berman.
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