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Rhetorical and Persuasive Strategies in Development Success Stories Published by
Organizations Operating in Yemen: An Analysis of Selected Texts

Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the rhetorical and persuasive strategies used in
development success stories published by organizations operating in Yemen, and to
reveal their functions in representing beneficiaries, highlighting the impact of
projects, and building the organization's image. The study adopted a descriptive-
analytical approach and qualitative rhetorical analysis of a purposive sample of ten
articles published in Arabic on the official websites of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and UNICEF. The analysis was based on
Aristotle's three appeals: credibility, emotion, and logic, in addition to analyzing
metaphor, antithesis, repetition, evaluative language, direct testimonies, and
narrative structure. The results showed that the texts combined the three appeals;
credibility was built through mentioning partners, donors, experts, and beneficiary
testimonies, while emotion was used to portray suffering, hope, resilience, and
transformation. Logical appeal appeared in the figures, statistics, comparisons, and
causal relationships between the intervention and its results. The study also revealed
that most of the stories followed a narrative structure that moved from the problem
to the intervention, then to success and future aspirations. The beneficiary was
presented as an active individual who successfully leveraged the support, while the
organization was given a central role in driving transformation. The study
concluded that success stories are not merely neutral documentation of
achievements, but rather institutional narratives that combine human storytelling,
persuasion, and development advocacy. It recommends balancing emotional impact

with accuracy, transparency, and respect for the dignity of beneficiaries.
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