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Criminal Judicial Protection
of Communal Lands (Ethnic Collective Lands)

Abstract :

This research delves into the criminal judicial protection afforded to the lands of
collective ethnic groups (Aradi Al-Joumaa) in Morocco, viewing it as a vital legal
mechanism for preserving a unique real estate asset with deep historical and
developmental roots. The article emphasizes the exceptional nature of communal
property, which transcends mere financial value to represent social stability and
territorial justice. A primary focus of the study is the procedural requirement of
"prior authorization for litigation," analyzing the complexities this condition creates
for effective criminal prosecution. The author examines various offenses that target
these lands, including illegal appropriation, unauthorized transfers, forgery of
documents, and unlawful construction. By scrutinizing current Moroccan
legislation and judicial practices, the study evaluates how the judiciary balances the
need for strict protection of communal assets with the guarantees of a fair trial. The
research concludes that while criminal sanctions are necessary deterrents,
institutional vigilance and legislative reforms are required to ensure that the
procedural hurdles do not hinder the eftective protection of this vast and sensitive
real estate sector, which remains crucial for rural development and social peace in

Morocco.

Abstract : Communal lands protection, criminal liability, litigation authorization,

ethnic collective lands, Moroccan real estate
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