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Economic and Social Transformation in the Zaér
Region at the Beginning of the 20th Century
Abstract:

The Zaer tribe experienced profound economic and social transformations
during the twentieth century as a result of French colonial penetration, which
created a clear rupture with prevailing traditional ways of life. Colonial rule
reorganized the agricultural landscape of Zaer through the expropriation of
communal lands and their redirection toward modern forms of exploitation linked
to the French capitalist economy. It also integrated the local population into the
monetary economy by imposing taxes and encouraging wage labor, leading to the
decline of traditional patterns of tribal solidarity. These policies contributed to the
disintegration of Zaer’s tribal structure, which had been based on kinship and group
cohesion, and to the emergence of new social categories, such as new landowners—
particularly French settlers—agricultural laborers, and local intermediaries

connected to the colonial administration.

Keywords: Zaér, economic transformation, social change, French Protectorate,

tribal structure
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pp 52 53.
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