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Mountain Tourism and Territorial Development:
Towards Sustainable Tourism R enewal in the Context of R egionalization
and Ecological Transition

Ourika and Azaden Basins as a Model
Abstract :

Mountain tourism is increasingly recognized as a powerful tool for the socio-economic
development of fragile territorial areas in Morocco, particularly within the framework of
advanced regionalization and the global shift toward ecological transition. This article
examines the Ourika and Ouarzazate basins (specifically the Ourika and Azaden basins) as
case studies of mountainous regions rich in natural and cultural heritage but facing
significant developmental imbalances and environmental pressures. The research explores
the transition from a traditional, resource-consuming tourism model to a sustainable
"tourist renewal" that prioritizes the valuation of local heritage and the protection of
sensitive mountain ecosystems. The study analyzes how the legal and institutional
framework of advanced regionalization can be leveraged to empower local communities
and ensure they are primary beneficiaries of tourism revenue. By investigating current
tourism practices and their impact on biodiversity and water resources, the authors
propose a strategic model for eco-tourism that balances economic growth with
environmental preservation. The article emphasizes that sustainable tourism in these basins
must involve inclusive territorial governance, where local actors, the private sector, and
civil society collaborate to create a resilient and environmentally conscious destination.
Ultimately, the research offers a roadmap for mountain territories to achieve sustainable

development that honors their ecological limits and cultural uniqueness.

keywords: Mountain tourism, territorial development, sustainability, Ourika basin,

Azaden basin
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