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The Role of Digital Influencers in Reshaping Cultural Values and

Representations among Moroccan Youth

in the Context of the Network Society

Abstract

This study aims to provide a sociological analysis of the phenomenon of digital
influencers and their role in shaping the social and cultural identity of Moroccan youth
within the broader context of structural transformations associated with the emergence of
the “network society” .The study is guided by a central research question: how do digital
influencers, as emerging digital elites, contribute either to the reproduction or the
transformation of traditional forms of cultural hegemony? Furthermore, how do their

strategies participate in the construction of the “networked self” among Moroccan youth?

The study adopts a critical analytical approach based on an extensive review of
sociological literature and the theoretical frameworks relevant to this field. In particular,
it employs the concept of “digital symbolic capital” as a key analytical tool to understand

the mechanisms of influence operating within digital environments.

The findings suggest that digital influencers represent a contemporary form of
“symbolic elites” who exercise power through subtle mechanisms such as parasocial
relationships, strategies of digital self-construction, and the commodification of identity
within the framework of the “influencer economy.” The study also highlights the
specificity of the Moroccan context, where digital influence intersects with conservative

values and traditional social structures, thereby producing hybrid forms of identity.

The study concludes that this phenomenon should be understood as an integral
component of a broader structural transformation in the modes through which social
meaning is produced. It calls for further empirical research to explore how Moroccan

youth negotiate and engage with these emerging cultural models.

Keywords: Digital influencers, network society, Moroccan youth, cultural values,

symbolic capital
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