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Summary:

This study aims to explore the current state of the waqf (endowment) institution
in Mauritania and to evaluate its effectiveness as a strategic instrument for achieving
sustainable development, with a particular focus on identifying the gap between its
historical potential and contemporary institutional performance, The study adopts
a descriptive-analytical approach by examining statistical data and financial reports
issued by the National Waqf Authority and the International Islamic Wagqf Institute
for the year 2024. The findings reveal a structural paradox: although Mauritania
possesses registered waqf assets estimated at approximately USD 2.5 million, and
private endowments demonstrate notable dominance by generating 78% of total
revenues, the sector still suffers from significant financial dependence on the state
(65%) and a pronounced in the legislative environment (30%), The study
recommends a transition from the traditional centralized management model to an
“independent authority” framework, alongside the adoption of comprehensive
digitalization and diversified investment models (particularly in real estate and
agriculturey. These measures are essential to enhance financial autonomy and
integrate waqf as a core component of the national economic cycle, thereby
ensuring sustainable funding for key service sectors such as healthcare and

education.
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