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Abstract

This research examines the phenomenon of school cheating as an indicator of a
profound educational crisis. Schools are gradually transforming from spaces for
knowledge production and character development into machines for producing
diplomas, under the weight of a reductive evaluation system and social pressures
that elevate the value of the "certificate" at the expense of the value of learning. The
analysis reveals that this phenomenon stems not only from an individual moral
decision but also from an interaction between a structural flaw in the system—
manifested in an evaluation system focused on rote memorization and curricula
deemed inappropriate—and a dangerous mechanism of social normalization. The
leniency of the educational triangle—administration, teachers, and families—
contributes to entrenching the idea that cheating is an "acquired right," particularly
in standardized examinations, which become a foundational model of exception.
Accordingly, the study proposes a comprehensive remedial approach operating on
two complementary axes: the first is a preventative reform from within, through
restructuring the evaluation system to be competency-based, and the second is
building a school culture that promotes academic integrity. The second is
therapeutic and supervisory, targeting adult awareness through a shared ethical
charter that defines responsibilities, and fair enforcement mechanisms that shift from
exclusionary punishment to educational and reformative justice aimed at correcting
behavior and restoring confidence, in an effort to restore the school to its

fundamental role in building an honest person capable of critical thinking.
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