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The inflection of the verb in Arabic language
Abstract

We devote this article to the discussion of verbal inflection in the Arabic language. Within
this framework, we will present the morphological structure of the verb in Arabic in order to
identify the stages of its derivation. We will examine the distribution of inflectional and modal
affixes in the past tense, the present tense, and the imperative, adopting a distributional analysis.
We will also consider a number of issues raised by verbal inflection.

We will demonstrate that verbal markers in Arabic consist of inflectional vowels as well as
the realization of modal morphology. Furthermore, we argue that the vowel /a/ in the past tense
verb is not the underlying or default form, since it varies and is affected by the type of
pronominal clitic attached to the verbal stem. As for the vowel /u/, it arises from the attachment
of a pronoun that is realized as a long vowel associated with the verbal stem of the past tense.
The sukun, on the other hand, is a vowel-less marker related to phonological constraints
governing affixation in the structure of the Arabic word. Finally, we will show that the verb
receives inflectional marking in order to check tense morphology.
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