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Abstract

This article is part of an ongoing anthropological research trajectory aimed at
promoting, safeguarding, and valorizing the local heritage of the city of Ouazzane
through fieldwork conducted alongside graduate students from the Master’s
program in Anthropology, Society, and Cultures at Mohammed V University in
Rabat, under the supervision of Professor Abdelrahim Al-Atri. This engagement
also extended to participation in festivals, seminars, and cultural encounters related
to local heritage. Such involvement, as a form of participant observation, enabled
an approach to the Ouazzani Haik and the spaces of the city not merely as static
objects of study, but as carriers of collective memory and social and cultural

symbolism.

The article seeks to examine the condition of heritage objects within the context
of globalization and the dominance of commodification, by taking the Ouazzani
Haik as a case study. It draws on Arjun Appadurai’s concept of “the social life of
things,” while also mobilizing theoretical contributions from Pierre Bourdieu and
Georges Balandier to understand the symbolic and social transformations affecting
local cultural heritage. The study is guided by a central question: how do heritage
objects continue to produce meaning in the present despite the economic and

cultural transformations shaping contemporary society?

The article adopts an interpretive anthropological approach based on participant
observation, interviews with artisans and actors involved in the making of the Haik,
and the analysis of cultural discourses and practices associated with it. This approach
aims to understand how heritage objects are transformed from utilitarian items into

cultural symbols that carry memory, meaning, and identity.
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