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Abstract

European colonization of the lands of Islam was but one link in the chain of this
West's conflict with Islam and Muslims, a link that was the most severe and
dangerous, in which Islam was targeted as a religion and as a creed, and what is
associated with it of intellectual, cultural and civilizational heritage, and not just as
land, geography and wealth. Just as this left an impact on all aspects of Islamic life,
it also left its impact on the system of Islamic thought, between acknowledging the
scientific, industrial and technological progress of the West, and rejecting its
hegemony and domination over the vulnerable peoples, and between a modernist
current that sees that there is no way to rise except by following the West absolutely,
and a Salafist current that rejects that and sees that the path of the righteous
predecessors is the way to salvation, and a third current that sees combining both as
the most appropriate. This debate and position on the relationship with the West is
still present in the arena of Islamic thought to this day.
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