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Abstract:

This study uncovers the defining characteristics of classical Arabic lexicography,
drawing on the theoretical and applied framework presented by Ali Al-Qasimi in
Arabic Lexicography: Between Theory and Practice. The research proceeds from a
central premise: that the classical Arabic dictionary is not merely a heritage linguistic
artifact, but a comprehensive knowledge system that synthesizes linguistic vision
with a civilizational approach to constructing meaning. The study analyzes the
internal structure of classical dictionaries, examines the information they convey,
and traces their cognitive and cultural function through the lens of modern

lexicographic scholarship.

The findings reveal that entry structure stands as one of the most distinctive
tfeatures of classical Arabic lexicography. Organization is built around the root
system, which serves as the pivotal unit upon which all entries are anchored. This
system reflects a sophisticated awareness of Arabic morphology and its derivational
relationships, though it renders the lookup process considerably more complex than
in modern dictionaries. The internal ordering of entries was not always consistent
— verbs are sometimes placed before nouns, and citations before definitions —
suggesting that classical classification was guided more by intellectual tradition than

by technical standardization.

Classical Arabic dictionaries were remarkably rich in lexicographic content.
Rather than limiting themselves to bare definitions, they accompanied each entry
with phonological, morphological, syntactic, and semantic observations, alongside
literary and poetic citations that authenticated meaning and grounded it in context.
The classical dictionary thus functioned as both a linguistic and cultural document,
recording the language's history and semantic evolution while blending scientific

precision with aesthetic sensibility.

Classical definitions varied across etymological, descriptive, and semantic
approaches, reflecting the encyclopedic character of these dictionaries. They aspired
not merely to explain vocabulary but to construct a holistic understanding of

semantic relationships within the linguistic system.
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In conclusion, classical Arabic lexicography served a civilizational and
pedagogical function extending well beyond documentation. These dictionaries
preserved Classical Arabic, taught the language to non-native speakers, and
reinforced Arab linguistic identity. As reread through Al-Qasimi's framework, the
classical Arabic dictionary represents an authentic scholarly achievement deserving

renewed engagement in contemporary lexicographic projects.
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