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Summary

In Mahfouz's work, symbolism is not ornament plastered upon text; rather,
it is blood flowing through veins, spirit dwelling between folds, conscience speaking
from behind letters. This intervention revolves around "The Thief and the Dogs,"
published in 1961, when the Nasserist dream fractured and Egyptian-Syrian unity
collapsed. Mahfouz resorted to symbolism as curtain shielding from censor's sword,

and horn through which oppressed intellectuals' voices sounded.

The novel's names are not transient accidents; they are living symbols: "Said
Mahran" carries happiness and skill within his name's folds, yet lives in misery. "Ra'uf
Allwan" suggests mercy, yet represents betrayal. "Nabuwiyyah" is prophetic name
speaking chastity, yet commits adultery. This inversion between name and named

1s Mahfouzian eloquence's essence.

Moreover, "the dogs" are not merely wild animals; they symbolize
opportunists spreading corruption. The cemetery where Said flees is not earthly
refuge, but symbolic conclusion for man whose spirit died before body. His bullets
missing targets symbolize sterility of individual violence detached from collective

consciousness.

Thus the novel becomes existential argument and encrypted social
document; it does not narrate ordinary thief's story, but recounts every human's tale
from whom homeland was stolen, intellectual betrayed, scales overturned. Through
symbolism's ferocity, Mahfouz makes the novel mirror for Egyptians and window

onto Arab world.
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