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Abstract

Some novels are based on a specific world, and the Libyan novelist Ibrahim al-Koni
is among those writers who have chosen the desert as a stage to build the worlds of
their novels, making it a home and refuge for his heroes and characters, with all its
scarcity, harshness, danger, as well as its openness to customs, myths, and beliefs,
the uniqueness of its society, the magic of its stories, the allure of its legends, and
the richness of its cultural heritage, values, customs, traditions, and desert lifestyles.
In his novel '"The Rift, I Will Keep My Secret to Myself,' he relied on the desert as
a setting, both entirely and partially, and worked on drawing inspiration from its
characteristics and various manifestations, such as narrating some of its legends and
myths related to the values of good and evil, and showing the social dimension
experienced by the novel's characters and its impact on their psychological reactions
to the nature of the dark fate. This study decided to explore the space of the novel
to examine the extent of the desert's presence and its narrative, storytelling, and
semantic extensions therein, highlighting its effect, images, and environmental
manifestations. The research concluded that the novelist Ibrahim al-Koni chose the
desert as the setting for his novel, observing the desert reality and artistically
translating all psychological and social fractures. He described it with negative traits
such as loneliness, barrenness, temptation, emptiness, cunning, and void due to the
psychological crises experienced by the characters, such as fear, terror, silence,
alienation, and breakdown in a fragmented and shattered world. He also made it a
place rich in symbolism by weaving the life of the desert dweller, aiming for genuine
communication between generations, documenting the Saharan cultural heritage,
and observing cultural and intellectual values in the Saharan society, while depicting
its folk heritage, making the writer Ibrahim Al-Koni an Arab novelist whose

storytelling is shaped by the culture of the desert.
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