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The distinctive function of Emphasis in the Amazigh Language:

Tamazight as a Case of Study

Abstract:

This study aims to reveal the semantic impact of emphasis-as a phonological
phenomenon related to the manner of articulation of specific phonemes-on words
in the Amazigh language (Tamazight dialect). By comparing the meaning of'a word
in its non-emphatic form with its emphatic form, we will focus on examples of
words containing the Consonant (Z) from the Amazigh dialect of the Tinghir
(region in southeastern Morocco) to confirm the hypothesis that emphasis in

Amazigh has a distinctive function that change the meaning.
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'~ David Crystal, Dictionary of linguistic and phonology, Blackwell Publishing, Sixth
edition2008, p : 167

:%}./Y\ o=l
Emphatic Consonant: In phonology, a type of consonant, associated particularly with the Semitic
languages (and much studied in Arabic), which is Articulated in the pharyngeal or uvular regions
of the vocal tract, or which Has a coarticulation in those regions (such as pharyngealization and

Velarization). Emphasis often spreads to a string of adjacent segments.
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I_ Meftaha ameur, Aicha bouhjar, Fatima boukhris, Ahmed boukouss, Abdallah boumalk,
Mohamed Elmedlaoui, El Mehdi lazzi, Hamid souifi, Initiation a La Language Amazighe, El

maarif Al jadida rabat 2004.p: 30

2 - Ibid,p:17
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