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Abstract

Women's Rights Empowerment in the Face of Climate Change: A Legal Approach in Light

of the Moroccan Experience

Climate change has evolved beyond an environmental concern into a multidimensional
human rights and development challenge. Its impacts are not distributed equally across societies
but disproportionately affect vulnerable groups, particularly women in rural and mountainous
areas whose livelihoods depend heavily on natural resources. Increasing droughts, water scarcity,
land degradation, and extreme weather events undermine women's enjoyment of fundamental
rights, including the rights to work, food, water, health, education, and participation in decision-
making. Consequently, rights-based empowerment has become a crucial mechanism for

strengthening women's resilience and adaptive capacity in the face of climate change.

This study examines the relationship between climate change and women's rights
empowerment from a legal and human rights perspective. It analyzes the evolution of
international legal thinking that increasingly recognizes climate change as a human rights issue
and evaluates Morocco's constitutional and institutional framework regarding the integration of’
gender considerations into climate policies. Furthermore, the study explores the remaining
challenges that hinder the achievement of climate justice for women despite Morocco's significant

progress in environmental governance and sustainable development policies.

The research adopts a descriptive and analytical methodology based on constitutional and
legislative texts, international legal instruments, reports issued by international organizations—
including the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change JIPCCy, UN Women, and the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)y—as well as recent academic literature on climate

change and human rights.

The study concludes that climate change has become a structural obstacle to women's effective
enjoyment of their fundamental rights and significantly constrains their economic, social, and
political empowerment. While Morocco has established an advanced legal and institutional
framework to address climate challenges, achieving genuine climate justice requires the systematic
integration of gender-responsive approaches into climate governance, enhanced participation of
women in environmental decision-making, and greater allocation of climate finance to initiatives

that strengthen women's resilience.
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