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Abstract

This article examines the concept of “open critique” in Abdellah EI Atrary’s
intellectual project, not merely as a critical attitude or methodological slogan, but
as an epistemological horizon that requires openness to multiple approaches,
contexts, and methods. It argues that understanding human phenomena requires
moving beyond unilateral explanations toward a synthetic approach capable of

articulating their social, economic, cultural, symbolic, and historical dimensions.

The article explores the relationship between open critique and several
interconnected concepts, including synthesis, interpretation, contextuality,
epistemological  hybridity, multi-sited ethnography, and methodological
reflexivity. It then moves from this theoretical and methodological framework to
an applied reading based on an anthropology of proximity in the city of Ouazzane,

Morocco.

Studying the family, the article argues, is not necessarily easier than studying the
distant or unfamiliar. On the contrary, proximity creates a methodological paradox:
the researcher must transform what is familiar with into an object of inquiry while

critically examining his or her own position within the field.

Through the study of craft, markets, the movement from workshop to screen,
and the transformation from “blessing” and social reputation to branding and digital
visibility, the article explores the interconnectedness of economic, social, religious,
and symbolic dimensions in the production of practices and meanings. It also
considers transformations affecting the historical city, its memory, heritage, and

urban rehabilitation.

The article concludes that the real value of open critique emerges when it
becomes a research practice capable of connecting desk-based research and
fieldwork, text and experience, history and memory, observation and reflexivity.
Ouazzane thus becomes an empirical field through which a composite
anthropology can examine the city, craft, market, memory, and everyday life as

interconnected dimensions of a complex social reality.
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