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Collective Lands and the Development Question in the Oases of

Southeastern Morocco
A Socio-Anthropological Approach from the Ferkla Oasis
Abstract

This article examines the relationship between collective land governance and
local development in the oases of southeastern Morocco, with the Ferkla oasis as its
main empirical setting. It primarily re-reads field material collected for the author’s
doctoral dissertation between 2015 and 2020, based on 136 interviews across several
oases, including 78 interviews in Ferkla, together with long-term observation, field
visits, and local customary materials. The article brings this corpus into dialogue
with verified sociological and anthropological scholarship and with Morocco’s
post-2019 legal reforms governing soulaliyate communities and their property.
Collective land is approached simultaneously as an economic resource and a social
institution embedded in belonging, collective memory, authority, boundaries, and
access to resources. The Ferkla case shows that blocked land development cannot
be reduced to resource scarcity or ethnic and tribal tensions alone. It emerges from
a broader configuration involving historical hierarchies, customary rules, unequal
access, contested boundaries, water scarcity, agrarian change, administrative
intervention, and local political authority. The article argues that transforming
collective land from an immobilized asset into a development resource requires
socially legitimate governance, equitable access, clearer rights and boundaries, and

the integration of land policy with water governance and collective local interests.
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