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Tamawayt in Amazigh Oral Literature:

From the Aesthetics of Poetic Expression to the Pragmatic Functions of Discourse
Abstract:

Tamawayt 1s one of the most prominent forms of oral poetic expression in
Amazigh literature. It represents an artistic and communicative practice in which
the aesthetics of poetic discourse intersect with the specificities of oral performance
and the functions of discourse within its social and cultural context. The significance
of Tamawaytis not limited to its creative and aesthetic dimension; rather, it extends
to encompass various pragmatic functions related to self-expression, addressing the
other, influencing the addressee, and managing situations and emotions within the

community.

This article approaches 7amawaytfrom a perspective that combines literary and
pragmatic analysis, based on the fundamental assumption that understanding this
form of oral poetry requires moving beyond the study of the text in its linguistic
and aesthetic structure towards an examination of discourse within its situational
and communicative context. The article therefore seeks to identify some
manifestations of the aesthetics of poetic expression in 7amawaytand to analyze the
mechanisms through which poetic discourse is transformed into a communicative
act with intentions and functions that extend beyond informing and describing to
influencing, persuading, implying, expressing, and establishing a relationship with

the addressee.
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