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Abstract:

Spinoza’s philosophy is grounded in a fruitful epistemological approach that
deeply intersects with some of the fundamental premises of Greek rationalism, while
remaining clearly situated within the context of intellectual modernity in the
seventeenth century. Spinoza’s return to the Greek philosophical heritage was not
merely a passive historical revival; rather, it constituted an inquiry into the
conditions of possibility of his philosophical system, which establishes reason as a
criterion for understanding and conceives of nature as a coherent system governed
by the laws of necessity. Yet this appropriation was marked by a creative critical
tension, as Spinoza drew a distinction within Greek rationalism itself and adopted a
rigorous critical stance toward some of its major figures, foremost among them
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, while showing particular interest in the early
philosophers of nature and the atomists, such as Democritus, Epicurus, and

Lucretius.
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