
 



 

Abstract

This study examines the case of the closure of Al-Zaman newspaper in the Sultanate of 
Oman during 2016–2017, with the aim of identifying the legal and procedural issues it raised 
and comparing them with subsequent developments in the legal regulation of the press under 
the Media Law promulgated by Royal Decree No. 58/2024.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, employing a case study and comparative 
legal analysis. It draws on an analysis of seven journalistic articles published by the newspaper 
between 26 July and 9 August 2016, while examining an earlier article published on 2 April 
2015 as a starting point for tracing the journalistic origins of the case. It also examines the 
newspaper’s use of a blank front page over several days as a form of editorial protest against 
the publication ban. Additional sources include relevant legislation, contemporaneous news 
coverage of administrative and judicial proceedings, a qualitative interview with the 
newspaper’s editor-in-chief, and the researcher’s firsthand observation of certain developments 
in the case.

The findings indicate that the case extended beyond questions concerning the legality of the 
published journalistic content to encompass publication bans, the limits of administrative 
authority to suspend a newspaper, and the succession of administrative and judicial measures. 
The comparative legal analysis also reveals changes in the regulation of media activity 
suspension and licence revocation, alongside a clearer delineation of judicial oversight and 
procedural safeguards under the 2024 Media Law, notwithstanding the continued existence of 
certain legal restrictions on publication.

The study concludes that a distinction must be maintained between legal liability arising 
from journalistic content and the legality of measures taken against a media institution. It further 
emphasises that legislative reform does not necessarily entail corresponding changes in 
enforcement practices, nor does it, in itself, establish a direct causal relationship between the 
Al-Zaman case and the enactment of the new Media Law.



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


